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To his mofl Approved 
Good Friend Mr. 
Peter Kolard, 
the Author, with all 
Submiffion , Dedkd* 
teth this his Trea- 
tife of the Talkiiag 
Deaf Man. 

My much Honoured Friend , 

*"jpHIS little En- 

JL deavour, how 

A % fmall 



The Dedication. 

poffible to bring the 
Deaf to fpeak '•> others, 
though they fhould 
be admitted to beEye- 
WithefTes, vet would 
not flick to doubt ftill 
of the matter : Where- 
fore, what-ever it was 
that I performed to 
yoiirTE&aughter, and to 
fome others, and by 
what Artifice I did 
it, I now ingenuou£ 
ly expofe to the Eyes 

of 



The Dedication. 

of all the World. I 
heartily wiflh that they 
may fo make ufe of 
this my labour, as 
that for the future, 
no more Dumb Per- 
fcns may be found. 

In the number of thefe 
doubting Perfons, you 
have confeiTed to me, 
that you yotir felf had 
formerly been,until you 
had heard a certain 
Maiden r who before 
A 4 had 



The Dedication. 

had been Dwnb y talk* 
ing with, me at Am- 
fterdam '■> perhaps I 
ihould have been fo 
myfelf, if, when I was 
ignorant in the thing, 
I had received narra- 
tively only, thatfome 
fuch thing was perfor- 
med by another ,- 
wherefore I refolVed 
rather to convince the 
Jncredulity of Men 
C which now is ac- 
counted 



The Dedication. 

counted Prudence &* 
naongft moft Men ) 
of an Error, thanto 
reprove them for their 
Raihnefs. 

It is now three Years 
fince I firfi: thought 
to make this my Me- 
thod pubjick } but had 
I then done it, I 
fliould now have re- 
pented it, becaufe in 
this Interval I have 
5 much 



The Dedication. 

much more polifhed it, 
and rendered it more 
eafie by far', and as 
to what belongs .to 
*tie pra&ife thereof, 
more certain, yea, and 
all to that degree, , as 
I dare confidently a£ 
lert, that henceforth 
there fhall be no Deaf 
Perfon, fprovided he 
be of a found Mind, 
and be not Tongue 
tied, nor oi an im- 
mature- 



The Dedication. 

mature Age ) who 
by my Inftru&ions 
fliall not in the fpace 
of two Months /peak 
readily enough. Per- 
haps alio I fhall here- 
after repent, that I 
have published this fmail 
Treatife, as yet too 
too im-mature ; yet I 
had rather corvfefe an 
Error, if I mall any 
where commit one. r or 
in any future Edition 

awsment 



The Dedication. 

augment it, than wholly 
topafs it over in Si- 
lence 5 for if I fhould 
be fhatcht away by a 
hafty Deaths (even as 
a tender ftate of Health 
doth threaten me} I 
(liquid not know how 
tor render to God an 
Account of the Talent 
committed: to me, as 
he may require .it of 
me,-. 

No- 



The Dedication. 

Nothing therefore 
remakteth, mofi Wor- 
thy Sir, than that I 
flaould beg your Par. 
don, that I have made 
bold, thus to interrupt 
you in the midft of 
Affairs, which almoft 
fwallow you wholly 
up ; bvit I believe you 
will the more, readily, 
give it me, becauie this 
little Script may make 
my Abfence lefi trou- 

blefcme 



The Dedication. 

blefome toyou,becaufe, 
according to the pre- 
cepts here given, you 
your felf will be able to 
take care that your 
Daughter (hall- not' on- 
ly not forget all what 
(lie already knows, but 
more and more ac- 
complidi them. How- 
ever, I humbly befeech 
yon, that him whom 
you have begun to 
love, yea> though he 

be 



The Dedication. 

be removed far from 
you, that you will per- 
fift ftill therein,, and to 
take upon your felf 
as need fhall require it, 
the Patronage of the 
Truth it felf. Farewel, 
and be well 

f .Com ade Amman* 

Dated from, my . Stud^ 
Aug. loth: 1692. 
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'To his Learned Friends 
Richard Waller, 
and Alexander Pitt- 
field, Efquires, of 
the Royal Society. 

Gentlemen^ 

THE holding of 
a Gandle to the 
Sun is not more abfurd, 
than thus to prefent 
yon with an Englifh 

Vernon 



Verfion of a Latin 
Treatife. All who know 
you, know you to be 
Maftersof not only mod 
of the European, but 
alio of the Learned 
Languages. But my 
excufe is, that what I 
have done for the fake 
of Englifh Readers, I 
expofe under your lear- 
ned Names ; the Sub- 
jed-matter of which 
may be ufeful, and 

there- 



therefore acceptable to 
your felves and others. 
However, I am wil- 
ling to difcover my 
Ambitious aim herein, 
which is to let the 
World know who are 
my Friends, and what 
Names may give Ho* 
nour to mine. I know, 
that feveral very confi- 
derableMembers of that 
great Society, ta which 
you fo nearly relate, 

have 



have already, both in 
Theory" and Pra&ife, 
acquainted the World 
with very remarkable 
things of this nature • 
and whether what is 
here published, will in 
the leaft, either eluci- 
date or add to thofe 
already taught, and 
done by thofe very 
knowing perfons, I nei- 
ther dare nor will deter- 
mine; but if neither one 

nor 



nor the other be here 
found,yet it is fometimes 
grateful to us^tofee how 
good and great wits 
do /ump, and in inch 
Circumftances^as thefe 
no Man can account 
Store to be a Soare. I 
have only this to fur- 
ther mention, that the 
Am hor chofe the High* 
German Tongue to be- 
come his exemplar, ra- 
ther than any other 

Modern. 



Modern or Antique; 

it therefore i s necefikry, 

that he who wotrid put 

his Rules in pra&ite in 

any other Language, 

muft obfeive a due A- 

nalogy in mutatis mn* 

tandis- Thus ( my 

Friends ) I have ex- 

pofed both you and 

my felf, rf any blame 

happen, let that be all 

urine, who ( without 

your Knowledge and 

Con^ 



Conceffion) did this 
Indignity to you, and 
to aggravate it, thus 
publickly to ftile my 
klf y 

Gentlemen, 

Your Cordial Friend 
and Servant, 

Dan. Foot. 



T O 



TO THE 



READER 

Candid Reader, 

IN theje few Fages, 
Iexpofc to thee open- 
ly and ingenuoufly, hy 
what means I can learn 
the Deaf, £and becaufe 
they were horn fo ) the 
Dumb tofyea\anhulate- 



The Preface. 

Ij, andeafily to under ft <md 
others alfo when they are 
Jpeafyng, Jo as they may be 
able both to read, and to 
underftand a Boofy, or 
Letter, and to difcover 
their on>n Minds ; either 
by Sf each or Writing. 

How important a Be^ 
nefit is this ? Mow advan~ 
tageous is the nop hearing 
fupplied by this Ah ? If 
Envy ^ or the deleft abk 
greedy Deftre of Gain 

could 



The Preface. 

conld have prevailed 
with me, I had retained 
this Art, as locfy up in 
my oypn Breaft. But alafsl 
How miferable is the con 
dition of the Deaf I Hm 
lame and defe&ive is that 
Speach, which is perform-* 
ed by Signs andGeflur es} 
How little are tbeyjaj fa- 
ble to receive of tbojg^ 
things which concwifa 
their eternal Salvation I 
Who doth not commiferate 
a this 



The Preface. 

this fort of Terfow? Who 
can refine toielp them by 
all means which arepof 
fibk ? For my pan, I, by 
the help of Go$s Grace, 
Will not only help themfetft 
Ttbiii Ma\e public \and vul- 
gar what ishefl to be done 
therein, yea, and have 
ddtiefe -already, that they 
can underfland others 
fpe^king, even with the 
fiftefl Voice, or rather 
&hi]pering. 

rhis 



The Preface. 

ThisDo&rin willfeem 
new and incredible to 
moft Men, yet u not 
flainly altogether unheard 
ofr f&r, as 1 beard, there 
have heenfome, who en- 
gctgei themselves in this 
cures but what they ejfe~ 
Bed therein^ I mujl ac~ 
knowledge is wihpQWft to 
me ; yea, I Keligi&ufly 
attefl, that before I did 
excogitate this Matter, I 
met not mtb the kaft 
a 2 foot* 



The Preface. 

fiot-ftep thereof in any 
^Author. Notwithftanding, 
jome there be, who reject 
at firfl fight this Do&rin 
as fabulous; others, and 
thofeferhap the fame alfo; 
who when 1 Jhall have 
difcovered to them the 
manner thereof will cry, 
that they could do the fame 
thing ; I, for my part, am 
not concerned at either of 
them,- well Inflowings that 
thofi who arejuft in their 

Eftima- 



The Reface. 

Eftimation of things will 
form a different Judgment. 
When J^mdixta.atYjhou- 
jball heme come asfaras 
to this point in thy Reading 
pau/e a little I Pray thee; 
use the Freedom cf Though 
given to every one, and 
attentively confider with 
tly/elf what thou rpouldfi 
do, if the Cultivation of this 
Jttryince were intrusted 
to thee: If thou fin deft 
the riaht way } render 

ThanJ^s 



The Preface. 

fid-fief thereof in any 
Author. Notwtihfianding, 
fom& there be, who re)eU 
mfirfi fight thisCDoBrin 
mfabukufy others, and 
tkofe perhaps the fame alfy 
who when 1 Jhall have 
difcovered to them the 
imvner thereof will cry, 
that they emlddo the fame 
thing: I, for my part, am 
not csmerned at either of 
them? Well Rowing, that 
thcfe who arejuft in tbmr 

Bfiima- 



The Reface. 

Eftiination of things will 
form a different Judgment. 
When t^nd^tdLfexjhou 
fbalt have come asfaras 
to this point in thy Reading 
paufe a little I pray thee; 
use the freedom of Thought 
given to every one, and 
attentively corifider mth 
tbyfelf what thou jpouldfi 
do, if the Cultivation of this 
province were intrusted 
to thee: If thou fin deft 
the ricit way, render 

Thanhs 
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Thanhs to God ; for me Jet 
it befufficient to have given 
tbee Advice; if not f proceed 
to what follows, wherewith 
no Trouble thou wi/tfindit. 
This is the very fame 
way that I followed when 
Itaught He sterKool a e rt, 
aDamfel ofgreatExpecta - 
tions onlyl)aiLgkerfMafter 
RterKolarcl, and Deaf 
fromber3irth, not only to 
read _, but tofpeal^ without 

Difficulty and even to 

hold 



The Preface. 

holdDifconrfe with others 
and in a Jhort time Jhe 
profited Jo much, as to 
remember a many Queflu 
ons and Answers in the 
CdtecbiJm, yea, and as 
far as her younger Tears 
were capable, Jhe under- 
flood the Senfeofthemal- 
Jb : She rejoyced greatly 
when I told her, that I 
was willing to make 
this Method^ by which 
Jhekmnedto Jpea}^ com- 
mon 



The Preface. 

mom to all Friendly 
Reader, ufe and accent 
well thefe things ,* and if 
thou \non?eft any things 
better, Candidly impart 
them, and rnafye not ,thy 
felf Vngratefitl. Fare- 
well. 



AN 



A N 

Advertifement 

TO THE 

Englijb Reader, 

A Bout 26 Years 
fince, the Ho- 
nourable, Learned, and 
Pious F. M Baron of 
Helmont caufed to be 
pubfilhed in Latin a 

fmall 



finall Treatife, wholly 
and fully to the fame 
purpofe, with what is 
here published : Which 
faidireatife, entituled. 
The Alphabet of Nature, 
is now in Hand to be 
Tranflated, and Pub- 
linYd in Englijh ; of 
which it was thought 
fit here to give thee this 
Notice. 

Thou 



THouartalfo(kind 
Reader ) to be 
advertifed, that there is 
very lately 4 Tranflated 
into the Englijh a yery 

learnedTra^entituled, 
The Divine Being, and 
its Attributes -, demon- 
monftrated from the 
Holy Scriptures, and 
Original Nature of 
things, according to the 
Principles of the afore- 
faid F. M. Baron of 

Helmom, 



Helmont. Written in 
Low-Dutch, by Paulus 
'Bucbius, Dr- of Phy- 
fick; &c. and Licenfed 
according to Order, 
and are to be fold by 
T. Howfyns, BookJeller, 
in Georgeyard, Lum- 
bard-ftreet. 
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THE 

Talking Deaf Man. 

CHAP. I. 

An Inquiry into the Nature of 
a Voice, and in what re- 
fpe£i it differs from the 
Breath. 

LET no Man prefume, 
that he fliall ever at- 
tain to this noble 
Art, if he remain Ignorant in 
B what 



what it is that the nature of 
ihe Letters, as well in gene- 
ral, as fpecial, doth confift; 
for it was this very thing 
which gave occafion to the 
composing of this final! Trea- 
tife : Wherefore, before I 
treat of the manner of in- 
itrucling Deaf Perfons , I 
fhall bring into examination, 
Firft, the material part of 
the Letters^ viz. Voice and 
Breath : Secondly, the Let- 
ters themfelves^ and their 
Differences : Thirdly, and 
Laftly, I will teach the Pra- 
Bife of the Art. 



( 3 ) 

I have oftentimes heard 
from fome Perfons, that it 
"Was little beneath a Miracle, 
that God fhould give Men, 
to exprefs the Thoughts of 
the Mind, rather by Mo- 
tions, which are effe&ed by 
the Lips, " the Tongue, ,. the 
Teeth, &c. than otherwife, 
and that fo univerfally, that 
there is rio Nation fo Bar- 
barous, nor iiot excepting 
the Hottentots, which cannot 
fpeak in a Language* But 
let ( I pray ) theie Men con- 
fider, what it isl, that' Men 
rightly Inftituted would: have, 
whilft they fnutuaJJy talk>oae 
B i with 



(4) 

with another; for they de- 
fire to open the more inward 
RecefTes of .the Heart, yea, and 
to transfufe their own pro- 
per Life into others, which 
thing cannot be more com- 
modioufly done, than by 
Speaking '■> for there is no- 
thin? which floweth forth 
from us, which carrieth with 
it a more vivid Character of 
the Life , than our Voict 
doth *, yea, in the Voice is 
the Breath of Life, part of* 
which paffeth into the Voict ; 
for ifideed the Voice is the 
Child of the Heart, which 
is the Seat of the AfTeclions, 

and 



C 5 ) 

and of Dcfire. Hence it is, 
that fbmctioies we are not 
af>Ie to keep back the impe- 
tuous Motions of the Affecti- 
ons j but out of the abun- 
dance of the Hcart the Mouth 
fft&atyth. Thus, when we, 
deiire fometfeing m K our ; 
felves, and yet are afraid 
to exprefs it , the Heart 
labours like a Wortaan with 
Child, and becomes ; Anson 
ous j but if we can pour, 
it forth into the Bofont of 
a Friend, there prefently a- 
rifeth great Tranquility, and 
we fay, that we have emp- 
tied our Hearts: Yea, fo 
B 3 full 



C 6 ) 

full is the Voice of the Life^ 
which immediately flows from 
the Heart, that to talk long, 
extreamly wearieth us j but 
efpecially the Sick, who* of- 
tentimes can fcarce utter 
three or four words, but they 
faint away. Therefore, ..to 
comprehend much in a, few 
words, the Voice is an Ema- 
nation from that very, Spi- 
rit, i which God breathed 7 in* 
th Man's Noftrils, when he 
Created him a living Soul: 
Hence alio, The Word of God, 
the Son of God, the O/nmpo- 
tence of God, &>c. are in 
Holy Scripture oftentimes ho-: 

mo-* 



c 7 ) 

monymous, or of the like, and 
feme import. 

It is no wonder therefore, 
if Voice be natural to a Man, 
though he be Deaf, becaufe 
Deaf Men Laugh, Cry out, 
Hollow, Weep, Sigh, and 
Waile, and exprefs the chief 
Motions of the Mind, by 
the Voice which is to sn 
Obfervant Hearer, various, 
yea, they hardly ever iigni- 
fie any thing by Signs, but 
they mix with it fome Sound 
or Voice. Thus the Excla- 
mations of almoft all Nati- 
ons are alike ; [ a ] is the 
B 4 Sound 



(8; 

Sound of him chiefly, who 
rejoyceth j £ z ] of him who 

is in Indignation, and An- 
gry ", £ o ] of one in Com- 
miferation, or Exclamation ; 
not to mention many fuch 
other-like. 

Now I (halt briefly de- 
clare, wherein the nature 
of the Pijire confifteth, where 
it is formed, and how it is 
formed : I (lull alfo difco- 
ver, together therewith,where- 
jn is the difference betwixt 
Voice, and Breath fimply, as 
what is in truth, of fo much 
weight, that if it be un- 
known., fome Deaf Perfons 

cat> 



( 9) 

cannot learn to fpeak, as 
mall* be taught in the Third 
Chapter. Men ordinarily 
fpeak after two manner of 
ways, whs. either when t&ey 
may be heard by any one, 
who is not too far difranc 
from them, and that is pro- 
perly call'd Voice ; or eKc z 
when they fpeak privately 
in another's Ear, and then 
they pronounce a Breath 
which is fimpfe, but not So- 
norous. Deaf Men a Kb do 
know a Voice to be different 
from a Simple Breath \ for 
they can fpeak both wavs 
and I alfo have learned 
B 5 this 



C 10 ; 

this Diftin&ion prtly from* 
them. 

The Humane Voice is Air^ 
irnpregnated, and made So- 
norous by the imprefled 
Qhar.a&er of the Life, oris 
inch, aa whilft, it is in 
breathing forth) doth fmite 
upon, the Organs of tkeVoke^ 
fo as they tremble thereupon ■-, 
for indeed, without this tre- 
mulous Motion, no Voice 
as made:: Yea, not only 
the L'arynXj or. Wind-pipe, 
doth thereupon tremble, but 
•tk§ whole Skull alio^ yea, 

nd fomttimes all the Bones 

<f 



3 'M 



of the whole Body, which 
any one may eafily find 
in himfelf, by his applying 
his Hand to his Throat, 
and T ayir.g it on the top of 
his Head, This trembling is 
very perceptible in moft 
founding Bodies, and is ( if 
I miftake not) owing for 
the moft part to the Springi- 
nefs of the Air ; which, dil 
I not ftudy to be brief^ 
I could more fully expli- 
cate. Now the Simple Breath 
is Air, breathed forth by the 
opening of the Mouth or 
Noftrils, (Imply, and with- 
out any fruiting on the parts 

which 



which rather cxciteth a whif- 
pering than a found. Hende 
is it, that Animals, whofe 
Wind -pipe is cut beneath the 
Throat, do indeed render a 
'Breathing , but no Voice *, 
for the Tube of the Wind- 
pipe is too large, and too 
ilno3th, than that the Air 
can ftrike upon it any where; 
and being thus reHccled on 
its felfj it can a I fo imprint 
a tremulous Motion on its 
neighbouring Bodies : This 
the Phyficians Pupils do know; 
svho being about to diifecl 
live Dogs, they cut t^ieir 
Throats, that they may Hot 
lie troubled with their bark- 

ing 



(>3) 

Hig : For Voice differs as 
much froirra Simple Breathy 
as doth that hoarfe Sound, 
which we excite, by rub- 
bing the tops of our Fingers 
hard upon fome Glafs or 
Table, which is quite dif- 
fering from that fame fofl 
whittling Sounds which is 
heard when we lightly rub 
with the Hand the fame Glafs 
or Table. 

The Voice therefore, as it 
is the Voice , is generated 
in the Cartilages of the Wind- 
pipe , then afterwards is 
formed into fuch or fuch 
Letters j but that it may be- 
come 



C t'4 ) 

come a lovely Voice, it'sre- 
quifite, that thofe Cartila- 
ges be fmooth, and lined with 
no mucous Mattery elfe the 
Voice will become Hoarfe , 
and fometimes be utterly 
loft , to. when they have 
loft their Springy power. 

For Pipes, and other Wind- 
Inflhments do moft notably 
explain to us the nature of 
the Voice ; for in them we 
fee a certain Voice or Sound 
'to be generated out of Sirrr- 
•fle Air, whilft it is as fit 
were':, rent in pieces, and 
£■■ w ced • -into a tremulous Mo- 
tion*; 



( *5 >) 

tion : Now, that in thefe In- 
struments there is a little 
Tongue 5 or which is in- 
ftead of a Tongue, the fame 
in a. Man is theEpigbtt y or 
Cover of the Wind-pipe , 
and the ZJrula, or Pallate 
of the Mouth ; but the reft 
of the Cartilager of the 
Throat ■-, befldes that, they 
contribute much to the ma- 
king < of the Fi?/>e, yet , are 
they chiefly ferviceable to 
it, in rendering it to be 
more flat, and more fliarp, 
and * that efpecially by the 
Bone of the Tongue , and the 
ad)oyning Mufcks : But I 



am 



am unwilling to put from 
this Office the Mufcles which 
are proper to the Wind-pipe •, 
for they ail unanimoufly con- 
fpire to make the Cleft of 
the Throat either wider, or 
narrower. But above all, 
here is that wonderful Fa* 
eulty of modifying the Voice y 
according to Will and Plea- 
fore h which, even as Speech 
alfo, is not natural to us, 
but a Habite, contracted hf 
long UfeorGuflbm; Hence 
tf is, that the Unskilful are 
not only Ignorant how to 
Sing, » but aifo caimot fo much 
as imicate ©thers who are 

Singing ; 



( I? ) 

Singing ; fo alfo fuch as are 
ignorant of any Language, 
do not only not underftand 
others who are fpeaking that 
Language, but alfo do not 
know how prefently to re- 
peat that Voice which they 
received by their Ears. 

Things principally requi- 
fite to the Voicty are, that 
the Wind-ftp? , the former 
thereof be folid, dry, 'and 
of the nature of %efounding 
Bodies. By this Hypothecs, 
two of the moft Eminent 
thocnomenas of the Voice are 
difcovered ; why the Voice 

mould 
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mould then at length become 
firm and ripe, when the Bones 
have attained unto their full 
Strength, and due Hardnefs, 
which coraeth to pafs much 
about the Years of ripe age, 
when the vital Heat, doth 
in a greater degree exert it 
fdf: The other Phenome- 
non is Haarfmfs, or an utter 
lofs of the Voice, which is, 
when the .Cartilages,' or Gri~ 
files of. the Throat, efpecial- 
Iy the Epiglott, or Coverlid 
of the . Windpipe, is lined 
or befmeared all over with a 
uimy.Vifconty, whereby they 
lofe their Uaftkity, or Springi- 

nefs. 



c. '? ; 

nefs. Now thefe Symptoms 
of the Voice are alfo com- 
mon to other Wind-Inftrw 
ments , when they become 
too much moiftned by any 
vapourous wetting Air. The 
fame reafon alfo is to be af« 
figned why. the Voice doth 
at laft quite ceafe in thoie 
whq have made too long 
Harrangues, in fpeal^iyg, and 
whofe Jawa are quite dried 
with an immoderate Heat ; 
for in borh thefe cafes the 
top .of the Wind-pfe is co- 
vered over with a icJammy 
tetiAciom Phlegm. 



( 20 ) 

There remains yet two 
other Symptoms of the 
Voice, which I have under- 
taken to explicate, <vi%. why 
the Voice fometinies > leaps, 
from' one- Eighth, to another j, 
and, as it is rightly faidby 
the Vulgar 1 Expreffion, that 
it is broken : and why, when 
we ftrive to make our 
Voice either too ftarp, or 
too fiat, it at laft plainly 
faileth us. As to the foil, 
let us confider when and how 
it' cometh to pafs ; and firf^ 
it's what principally happen- 
eth to Oratory when they 
endeavour to lift up their 

Voice 
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Voice too high, or ilrongty? 
but how this cometh to be, 
Organ -pipes, and the Mo- 
nochorde, do teach us, vi%. 
When fome Impediment in- 
terpofing , doth divide the 
ordinary Sound into two j 
if therefore thofe parts are 
equal, either of them is by 
one Eigth more fharp than 
the former Sound , neither 
are they diftinguifhed from 
one another 5 but if they 
prove to be unequally di- 
vided, then two diftinSl Sounds 
arc made at the fame time, 
whereof one is flatter than the 
other, and this is commonly 

crfl'd 
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called a broken Voice : But 
why our Voice mould fail 
us, when we endeavour to 
make it more (harp, or more 
flat than it ought to be, the 
reafon is, becaufe we ftrive 
either fo to cont-racl: the Cleft 
of the Jfind*pipe> and to prefs 
the Sptut-lihg Cartilage , by 
help of the Bone of Tongue, 
towards the Epiglott, that the 
going forth of the Voice, and 
of the 'Breathy may be pre- 
cluded, or elfe,on the contra- 
ry, becaufe that the faid Clip, 
through the drawing down of 
the Cartilages, is fo much wi- 
dened, that the departing out 

of 
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of the Breath, finds no hin- 
<Ieranee. 

But here I had almoft forgo t 
to compare the more dry, the 
itioremoifl, the more folid, and 
the more thin Conftitution of 
the Larynx, or Wind-pipe , 
which alfo make very much 
to the rendering the Voice , 
to be either fliarp, or flat. 
That fame humming Noife , 
which many fly inglnfetfs make, 
not fo much by the Wings, 
({ or when they are cut off, the 
humming ftill remains ) a$ by 
amoft fwift and brisk Moti- 
on of certain Mufcles, hid in 

the 
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the Cavity of their Breafts, 
feems to have fomewhat of 
an affinity to the Voice ; 
wherefore I defire the Learn- 
ed to examine, whether thofe 
fmall Mufcles, which are pro- 
per to the Cartilages of the 
Wind-pipe , cannot perform 
fomewhat like to that. 

Many more Particulars con- 
cerning the Voice, might yet 
further by inquired into 3 fuch 
as, how it is, that every one 
may be known by hisVoict* 
How that Sound, which in 
Singing is called Quavering, 
oxTfriU&gj by a peculiarity, is 

excited, 
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excited, &>c> But feeing that 
thefe things do not properly 
refpe$ the nature of the Voice, 
I, for Brevities fake, do omit 
them* 



CHAP. II. 

Expounding the Nature of 
the Letters, and the 
manner how they an 
formed. 

Hitherto We have trea- 
ted concerning the 
Voice and Breath , and of 
C the 
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the manner of the forma- 
tion of both of them, in 
general ; now let us lee 
how the faid Voice and Breath 
are, as a fit Matter for them, 
framed into fuch or fuch 
Letters 5 for the Voice and 
Breath are alone the mate- 
rial part of Letters, but the 
Form of them is to be fought 
out from the various Con- 
figurations of thofe hollow 
Channels , thorough which 
they pafs ; Letters there- 
fore, not as they be cer- 
tain Characters, but as they" 
are Pronounced or Spoken, 
ace the Voice and Breathy 

diverfly 
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diverfly Figured by the Iri~ 
ftruments ordained for the 
Speech. 

But here we muft be 
pre-admoniflied concerning 
the Letters ; that there is 
a great Latitude almoft a- 
mongft them all, and that 
one and the fame Chara- 
cter is not pronounced by 
one and the fame Configu- 
ration of the Mouth, yea, 
in one and the fame Lan- 
guage; thus £ a~\ and.f cj^ 
fometimes are founded Open, 
arid ibrrletimes clofe y alfo 
£ o 2 hatji its own Lati- 
C 2 tude 
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tude, Co as many other Let- 
ters alfo may have ; yea, 
as many as are the divers 
Modes, by which the Voice 
and Breath can be Figured, 
by the Organs of Speech ^ 
but the mofteafie, only, and 
the moft Confpicuous are 
received by all Nations, 
tvhofe number never almoft 
exceedeth Twenty four, and 
have certain Characters an- 
nexed to them: But feeing 
that thefe Characters are not 
every where pronounced a- 
likc, yea, one and the fame 
Letter fometimes is various- 
ly founded by one and the 

fame 
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fame People, therefore F 
have made choice of the 
German Letters, which are 
of my Mother-Tongue, and 
the moft Simple of all Let 
ters, to be examined in this 
place: in as much as they 
are for the moil: part found- 
ed every where alike, their 
Vowels are very Simpkj and 
agreeable to the nature « of 
the thing, the Diphthong f 
compounded of them,; do 
retain the Nature * of their 
compounding Vowels , be- 
caufe they are always heard 
pronounced in them, other- 
wife, than as it is in mofr 
C 3 othc, 
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otter Languages, which they, 
ftile living ones ; for fome- 
times they make their Diph* 
thongs out of the moft Sim- 
pk Vowels, as are \_an\ [o«J 
[ aQ amongft the French, and 
£ oe J and £ e« J amongft 
the Dutch, or elfe they have 
fiich improper V if thongs , 
that fcarce either of their 
compounding Vowels can be 
heard , fnch are [_ oi J of 
the French) and []«j/] of the 
Patch, rot to mention more 
Examples, or elfe they are 
tariouOy founded according 
to their various Placing?., 
fo as if I were to teach 

fome 
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wme Deaf French-wan , I 
would from the beginning 
teach him, not the French , 
but the German Letters, or 
elfe he would be plainly con- 
founded. Nor is the ftate or 
the Confonants in better cafe, 
for the Pronunciation of fome 
of them, is fo very different, 
that there are fcarce two 
Nations, which pronounce the 
Character \_g\ after the fame 
manner. 

But in the German Al- 
phabet, that which moft dif- 
liketh me, is, their Order .3 
which, in good truth, is none 5 
C 4 be* 
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becaufe fcarce two Letters 
oi the fame rank do follow 
mutually after one another, 
which would render the in* 
formation of Deaf Perfons to 
be fo much the more diffi- 
cult ; wherefore T have re- 
duced them into this following 
order, which feemed to me 
c;o,be the moil natural, 

a. e. i. j, y f o< u. tv. %. q. 
It. ;;/. /?. ng. I. r. h. g. ch. s. 
f. <v. 1^. c. q. d. t. b. p. 

To thofe who obferve 
'Well, it will from this order 

alone, 
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alone, appear, that I have 
divided this whole Alphabet 
into Vowels^ Semi-vowels, and 
Gonfonants. 

The Voivds are a Voice 
or Sound modified by a va- 
rious opening o£' the Mouth 
only, and are either Simple^ 
or Uniform, as a. e. i. j. y. 
o. n. rv. Or elfe they are 
mixt, whicrr out of two, do 
fo melt down into one, as 
that they are pronounced to- 
gether, and are different 
from Diphthongs, in as much 
as their Vowels are fucc?P« 
ilvely pronounced : Now 
G $ thde 
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jjleft mixt Vowels are g. c . 
tj. which fome Nations ei- 
ther have not at all, or elfe do 
write them evillv ; but of 
the manner of Formation, 
morefhal] be faid hereafter, 

The SeitU" vowels- are a 
Hiidrdle fo/t between the Go 
a«/V/e FWV* , and a Simple 
Bteaih , and may at plea* 
litre be brought forth in the 
unnnc-r as Vowels are \ and 
hey are ei trier of the Nofe, 
or Nafally fuch'are m. n. ng* 
or eMe they be of the Mouthy 
or Or all, as /. r* 



Cor>^ m 
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C on f on ants are a Simph 
Breath j not (onerous,- yet 
va-rioufly modified, and are 
of three kinds : 

For they are either pro- 
nounced fucceffively, and may 
be produced at pleiafure, as 
g. ch. s. f. <v. 

Or are fnddainly fbot forth ; 
which upon that fcore I 
call them exphjlve^ as \ c, 
q* t. d. b. p. 

Or elfe being Compounded 
out of two foregoing one ^ 
their number is diverie io 

dtveis 
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clivers Nations ; the Germans 
have two, «//"*, x. and *. 

To this Divifion, in which 
I have had refpeft chiefly 
to the nature, and manner 
ot pronouncing the Letters^ 
may not impertinently be 
added, that thpfe Letters 
are formed moftly in three 
KegiGns of the. Mouthy vi-i*. 
ia the bottom, or Throaty 
u\ the middle, or in the Pa- 
late and Teeth ; and laftly, 
in the utmoft part thereof, 
or in the Lips -: Hence it is, 
that from dvery one of their 
"Glaffrs almoin are three forts ^ 

one 
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one Guttural, another Dental y 
and a third Labial ; but of 
thefe, more hereafter. 

I will here prevent the 
$(eaclers who may object to 
me in the following Chap- 
ter, that this my. Doftrin 
will be always lame, becaufe 
all Deaf Perfons, whom we 
would teach by the Tongue, 
Lips, &c. will never by their 
Sight attain unto thefe mo- 
tions : But, befides that the 
Sight doth not give place 
to. the Hearing, as jo a quick 
feasibility, I affirm, that there 
isi no need thereof, if once 

thef 



( 38) 

they have made but any Pro- 
grefs ; for even we our 
felves do very often not 
hear in Pronunciation thofe 
Letters which I call Confo- 
nants, but we collect them 
from the Vowels, and Semi- 
vowels , commixed together 
with them : No Man, for 
Example, fhall fo pronounce 
b. g. or d. as that he may 
be heard at a hundred Pa- 
ces diftant. And this feems 
to me to be the principal 
reafon why we can moft 
rarely pronounce or repeat at 
the firft blufh, any word fpo- 
ken in a foreign Language. 

Bur 
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But before I {hall unfold 
the nature, and manner of 
forming the Letter? in fpe- 
cial, I judged that it was 
not here to be omitted, how 
that as all the Letters^ yea 
alfo^ and the Vowels them- 
felves, cannot by any means be 
pronounced , as they are a 
Simple Breathy and not fo» 
norous \ for when we, for 
Example, do whifper fpme- 
what to one in his Ear, (b 
the Confonants- alfo, except- 
ing thofe which I call £;^/<^ 
five, may be pronounced vo- 
cally, or with the Voice con* 
joyned y and there are Nati- 
ons 
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ons which pronounce thus , 
as the French do their %. and 
their *v~ 

I fhall now treat of the 
Letters efpecially, and will 
examine them To, as both 
the abfolute Simplicity of the 
German Letters may be ma- 
nifeftedj and other Nations, 
from their Mode of Forma- 
tion, may learn, how they ; 
ought to pronounce them 5 
upon this account alfo , I 
(hall add how improperly 
fome Nations do render the- 
lame Letters in their own 
Language. Now in this Ex- 

plw 
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plication I mall obferve the 
fame order as I did in the 
Divifion of them, where rea- 
dily it will appear, that Voice 
and Breath are according to 
a triple Region of the Mouth, 
triply figured or formed fgon* 
taneoufly. 

Therefore the Simple and 
Uniform Vowels are, a. e. i. 
j. y. o. u. rv. and are formed 
after the following manner. 

a . is a Gutter al Vowel., and 
the moft Simple of all ; the 
Key of the Alphabet y and 
therefore is by all Nations 
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fet fir ft of all, excepting on- 
ly ('as far as I know J) the 
Abyjpnes, by whom, as Lu- 
4olf teftifieth, it is placed as 
the Thirteenth Letter. True 
indeed it may be pronoun- 
ced by various Platings of 
the Tongue y yet the com- 
mon, and moft convenient 
is, that the Tongue fhould 
be in its pofoire of reft ', 
and then being gently ftretch* 
ed forth in the jMonth, it 
may only lightly, or not at 
all touch upon the utmoft 
Border of the lower Teeth j 
if therefore tfre lower Jaw 
he drawn downwards* and 

there- 
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thereby the Mouth be open- 
ed, that the Voice formed in 
the Throaty ftrikes not neither 
againft the Teeth, nor againft 
the Lips , than a plain open 
£aj is heard. 

e. i.j*y. are DentalVowgls, 
or the Voice, which in com- 
ing forth, fmites more or lefs 
againft, the Teeth, Hence it 
is that Infants, although they 
can fay Pappa, bo, &>c. yet 
can they not pronounce thefe 
Letters until they have Teeth, 
efpecially the Cutters, or f ore- 
Teeth ; and indeed £ eji is 
formed, when the Voice, (the 

Lips 
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hips being gently opened, 
ftrikes againft the Teeth alfo 
moderately opened; now the 
pofture of the Tongue is fuch, 
tiiat k (bmewhat prefies 
on each fide upon the£>ag- 
Teeth of the Inferior Jan> y 
for fo the paflage of the Voice 
is made narrower, and the 
[YJ much more clear, 

i. j. and y. are the fame 
Vowel^ pronounced one while 
more ihort, and another more 
long, nor doth it ftand up- 
on any Foundation, [ i J 
fometimes doth Become a 
CpKfonafitjMtthm is pronoun- 
ced 
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eed only more fwiftly, fo 
as together with the follow- 
ing Vowel ft can make a Diph~ 
thong ', but [f\ is formed af- 
ter the fame manner almoft, 
as ]j2 exeept that the teeth 
are for the moft part, more 
(tricken 3 and the Tongue put 
clofe to the Teeth, the pa£ 
fage of the Voice is rendred 
more ftrait, whence a more 
fmart Souud alfo breaks forth, 
which notwithstanding, can 
fometimes be hardly diftin- 
guifhed from [/] \jj a ^° 
is [ i ] pronounced longer 
then ufually, or \i\ doubled. 
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■o* u. TV are Labial Vomlri 
that is, fuch as are formed bf 
a different pofrture of the Lips', 
alfo o. and ».. are different 
from one another, juft as 
as much as e. and / : 
But w. is to n. juft as jr. is 
to i. for indeed 4. u. w. are 
formed, when the Teeth and 
Tongne keep the fame pofture; 
teut the Lip? are moreorkfs 
contracted, even as the Teeth 
are in e.and 7. andfb when they 
are lefs ftricken, o. is produ- 
ced, btti tyheri a -little rnore 
». or wj' but we ought care* 
felly to beware, whilft o t or it. 
are pronounced, leaft the 

Teeth 
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Teeth ftibuld be feen 5 for 
elk a certian kind of a foft e. 
will be mingled 5 and inftead 
of J. or {j. there will be pro- 
duced 0. or it. Thefe Let- 
ters belong to the French, 
au and on, when never thelefs 
they are nothing elfe bur 
diphthongs j alio oe. of the 
Dutch is our u* but very im- 
properly. 

Mixt Vowels are $. #. y. 
Thefe Characters are pecu- 
liar to our Language, and 
were invented very ingenioiif- 
ly by our Ancients, though 
our Moderns moftly know not* 

the* 
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the reafon thereof. Each 
hath its fimple Chara&er; be- 
caufe the Sound which they 
ftgnifie, is only one, tho'mixt » 
for a. 0. and n. are fo pronoun- 
ced, that the paflage of the 
Voice, the Tongue and Tert& 
being conjoyned for to pro- 
nounce, e. becomes Strai- 
ter, and fo e. together with the 
faid Letters, a. 0. u. doth con. 
ftitute but one only,yet a mixt 
vowel. The French utter them 
by at. en, and u. and in good 
truth,badly enough,as any one 
may fee. The Dutch want 
i 0. and expreft them by en. 
but u. by u. in no better a way 
than the French. Con- 
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Concerning the Dipthongs 
compofed out of thefe Vowels, 
and which may be thence com- 
pounded, I judge it needlefs 
to fay much , for they are 
nothing elfe in our Language 
than a more then ufual fwift 
Pronunciation of the Compo- 
nent Vowels j yet fucceffive ; 
♦and thus they differ from the 
mixt Vowels^ but how impro- 
per and ahCurd Dipthongs fome 
Nations have, any one may 
eafily gather from what hath, 
been already faid. 

The other fort of Letters 
ate Semi-Vowels, which are 
D there 
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therefore fo called, becaufe 
that they be formed indeed 
out of a Sounding Breath or 
Voice^ butfuch as in its pro- 
grefsis much broken. They 
are, as I faid, either Nafalls^ 
or fuch as are pronounced 
through that open paflage, 
by which the Nofe opens in- 
to the Hollow of the Mouth : 
Now the Void is forced to 
go that way, either when it 
Upws to the hip {hut clofe, 
and rebounding from thence, 
is formed into \_ m y J or 
When the Tip of the longuc 
is fo applied to the roof of 
the Mouth, and to the upper, 

Teeth 
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Teeth, that the Voice is made 
to rebound through the No- 
ftriis, and fo \jt^ becomes 
formed j or laftly, when to- 
gether with the hinder part 
of the Tongue, the Voice be- 
ing applied to the %)of-> is 
fo ftraitned that there is no 
Egrefs left open for it, but 
through the Nofe, and fo [V] 
is formed 5 which is a Sound, 
which hath no peculiar Cha- 
racter in any Language, v as 
I know of, yet it differs no 
le{s from the reft of the Na*- 
fahj then (^) is divers from 
(t) or (p y ) if any one de- 
fires to try this by himfelf, 
D 2 let 
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let him endeavour ro pro- 
nounce, having his (Nofe held 
clofe with ;his Fingers, one of 
thefe three Letters, and he 
will not be able to do it. 

Or elfe thefe Semivowels 
are Orally which are indeed 
iuch as are pronounced thro 
the Mwth, but not fo freely 
as are the Genuin Vowels, and 
they be two, (I) and (r,) 
(J) is formed when the Tongue 
is fo applied to the Roof, 
and the upper Teeth, that the 
Voice cannot, but by a fmall 
Thred, as it were, get forth 
by the Sides of the Tongue ; 

for 
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for if you comprefs the Cheefy 
to the Grinders^ you ftop up 
the Paffage of the Poke, and 
it will be very difficult for 
you to pronounce this Let- 
ter, (V,) is a Voice fluctuating 
with great fwiftnefs, and is 
formed, when the more mo* 
vable part of the Tongue> does 
in the twinkling of an Eye, 
oftentimes ftrike upon the 
Roof of the Mouthy and as 
often is drawn back again 
from it; for thus the Voice 
formed in -the Throaty in it? 
pronouncing, flows and ebbs 
back again, and is uttered, 
as it were by Leaps. Hence 
D -x it 
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it is, that t;hey , whofe Tongues 
be too heavy and moift, and 
lefe voluble, will never pro- 
nounce this Letter, whether 
they can Hear, or are Deaf. 

Now there ftill remains the 
Confonants , or the fetters, 
which are forme4 out ofa# 
unibunding or mute Breath j 
yet> out of which, fome of 
the Sewi-vorvels may be made, 
asg. ch. s.f. v. 

As the Voice is the com- 
mon matter of the Confonants , 
the (harper part of which is 
|£bt) which is the raoft fim- 
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pie of them all, and out* of 
which diverfly figurated, the 
reft of them are framed : 
And they are either the Si- 
bilants, which are formed out 
of Breath, which is fomewhat 
compreiled or ftraittied, that 
the parting 'Breath breaks forth 
with a certain kind of Hijpng, 
and with violence. 

Here I judge that we are 
not to pais over in filence, 
how that there are fome parts 
in Germany , where there is 
fo mnch of Affinity of (g) 
with (h^) as (£) has with(/>) 
and (d) with (t,) or where 

D 4 (&) 
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(g) is pronounced like (\) 
but fofter, fo alfo the Fm*e& 
do pronounce their (g) be- 
fore <z. 0. u. and (?w. 

(/) is formed, when the 
Teeth and Tongtie are ib clapt 
rogerher, that the Breath can- 
not come forth, but by the 1 
Spaces of the Teeth : But (/) 
or (V) (which differs not from 
( f) in our Language ) is 
formed, when the neather Lip 
is fo moved to the Teeth a- 
bove, that tbe Breath muft 
break out thro' the faid Spaces 
of the Teeth j ph. is ( f ) 
being a Stranger in the Ger- 
man 
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man Tongue, and differs from 
it only in the CharaUer. 

The other kind of Gonfo- 
niinis are explofive, which, 
c/x. are difcharged at one 
pufli, and as it were, in the 
twinkling of an Eye, and are 
nothing elfe but Breathy which 
being got clofe together, ei- 
ther in the fore, middle, or 
hinder Region of the Mouth, 
is difcharged on a fuddain 
and (^) is indeed formed in 
the hinder Region, when the 
hinder part of the Tongue is 
moved to the Roof, that the 
Breath cannot break forth, 
D tf nei^ 
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neither by the Mouth, nor by 
the Nofe, but is fuddenly let 
taofe again : For thus the i'm- 
prifoned BreMh breaks out, 
gnd by breaking out, maketh 
i^ c. or q. which in Germany 
are all the fame Letter ; in 
the middle Region are d. and 
i>. formed, when, wit*., the 
■Ifreafhfjiy, help of the Tongues 
feeing moved to the Teeth, or 
'Koef, am! fuddainly drawn 
back again, being more or lefs 
compreffed, ruiheth out by 
its own Springinefs, and fo 
d> or t. is made, which only 
differs, as b. and p. according 
t© the more or lefs 5 in the 

outer- 
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outermoft Region of the Mouth 
are formed, (&) and (p) 
when, wii,. the Breath being 
compreifed in the whole Cavi- 
ty of the Month, they get out 
through the Lips opened. 

Laftly; here follows thofe 
Confonants , which axe com- 
pounded of Hijftng and Ex- 
plofwn^ fuch are (" x ) or J^r. 
and (%) or ts. which only 
are the alone anomalous or- 
irregular ones of the German 
Language •, for if I may fpeak 
what I think, we might well 
enough want thefe Chara&ers j 
yet I difapprove not of the 

life 
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u fe of them,but only fhew what 
mightbe more convenient,^/*..- 
that Voice or Breath which is 
fimple, might be expreffed al- 
fo.by. a fimple CharaSter, and 
on the contrary , that a 
Chara&er , which is fimple 
and only one, mould fignifie, 
but one only Voice or Breath: 
But if the commodious ufe of 
Short-hand may be objected, I 
would perfwade to exprels 
all poillble Combinations, of 
Vowels , with Semivowels , 
and Confonants-) by fimple Cha- 
racters. 

Thi? 
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This is what I determined 
to fay; concerning the Letters, 
and their Formation *, and 
feeing I am not willing to 
write a Grammmer^ what 
might yet further be faid of 
them, I pafs by -, but what 
I have performed, I leave it 
to others to judge thereof, 
not fo much to teach them, 
as by what is here prefented 
to excite them, being de- 
firous, as it becomes a young 
Man, to learn of them: I 
hope they will pardon my 
Errors, becaufe of my Youth. 
Yet certain I am, had the 
antient Hebrews^ Greelg and 

Romans, 
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Romans, thus defcrib'd their 
Letters, there would have 
been no contention about the 
manner of Pronounciation. 



CHAR III 

Teacheth the Method its 

fdf> h "which fuch as 

are Deaf, and confix 

quently 'Dumb, may learn 

to Speak 

'Hat hath been hither- 
to faid may enough 
fufiiee to obfervant Reader ■/, 

iaafinuch 
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inafmuch as the Fundamen- 
tals of the whole Artifice, 
are therein contained \ but 
leaft the curious mould com- 
plain, that I have only made 
their Mouth water, I (hail 
ingenioufly difcover to them 
what in four Years time , 
wherein I have endeavour- 
ed to inftrucl: feme Deaf 
Perfons, I have obferved 
what is worthy , and mod 
necelHary to be known. 

Now what I have effect- 
ed by this my Method, 
efpecially to the Daughter of 

Mh 
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Mr. Kolard y a Merchant of 
Harlem , I can appeal to a 
great part of Holland, and 
univerfally almoft to the 
whole City of Harlem, and 
to innumerable other Witnef- 
iesy of all Ranks and Condi- 
tions. 

The firft thing which I 
require in the Perfon I am to 
teach, is, that he be of a 
docible Wit , and not too 
young of age, than that the 
Organs of Spee ch be rightly 
conftituted in him j for ftu- 
pid Perfons are capable of 
no. Teaching, whofe Age is 

yet 



yet too tender •-, nor do they 
mind enough, nor know how 
Teaching will be for their 
life and Benefit \ but thofe 
whofe Organs of Speetb are 
altogether unfit, they may 
learn indeed to nnderftand 
others when they fpeak, and 
difcover their own Mind by 
Writings but they will ne- 
ver learn to fpeak. 

Having therefore a fit fub* 
jec*t, my firfi: Care is to make 
him to found forth a Voice, 
without which, almoft all la- 
bour is loft, but that one 
point, whereby Deaf Perfbns 

do 



do difcern a Vaite from a 
CMnie Breathy is a great My- 
ftery of Art j and if I may 
have leave to fay fo, it is 
the Bearing of Deaf Yerfons, 
or at leaft equivolent there- 
unto, w*t that trembling 
Motion and Titration, which 
they perceive in their own 
Threat, whilft they of their 
own accord do give forth 
a Voice ', that therefore the 
Deaf may know, that! open 
my Mouth to emitt a. Voice ; 
not fimpiy to yawn, or to 
draw forth a Mute Breath, I 
put their Hand to my 
Throat, that they may be made 

fenfible 
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fenfible of that tremulous 
Motion , when I utter my. 
Voice \ then F~put the fame 
Hand of theirs to their own 
Throaty and command them 
to imitate me \ nor am I 
difcouraged, if at the be- 
ginning their Voice is "harfh 
and difficult \ for in time it 
becomes more and more polite. 

If I gain their Voice, which 
for the moft part I do at 
the firft time, I foon learn 
them to pronounce the Vowels, 
viz,. I bid them fo to mode- 
rate the opening of tbeir Month* 
whilft they do form a. Voice 

in 
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in theii Threat, as I have faid 
above, concerning the For- 
mation of the Vowel f; but 
that they may do that the 
more eafily, I hold a Loohr 
ing'Glafs to them, becauie 
they cannot from Sight alone 
imitate thofe diverfe Moti* 
ons of the Jaws^ of the Tongue, 
and of the Lips, unlefs they 
had oftentimes tried it before 
a Looking-Glafs. Thence I 
learned, that that common 
belief, (that fo foon as Hear- 
ing is reftored to Deaf Per- 
fons, they will fpeak) to be 
{alfe i for it feems not to me, 
that there is fo great a. con- 

fent 
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fent betwixt the Organs of 
Voice 9 and of Hearing, that at 
the firfLblufli they can imitate 
a Vgfkce that is heard ; but by 
often imitating dVoice ovBreath 
received from another, and al- 
fo hy hearing their own at 
the fame time, we find at 
length a likenefs between both, 
and after this manner we all 
learn to fpeak ; for he who 
learns to fpeak, it is all one, 
as if he did learn fome other 
Art j for by a long accuftom- 
ing, the Organs are rendered 
apt and pliable : Hence it is, 
fhat fometimes We come not 
to pronounce aright Foreign 
Letters but after a long time. 

Now, 
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Now, it would be well ob- 
ferved or confidered, that I 
prefently prefer ibe all the 
Letters to Deaf Perfons, or 
elfe they could not fix in 
their Minds their Ideas of 
them, and I feldom teach 
more than two or threeLet- 
ters in one day, leaft the Ideas 
be confounded; but I bid 
them very often to repeat 
them, and to write them dowr* 
as they are pronounced by 
me 

But if by chance, as it 
fctnetimes happeneth , that 
they (fhoald pronounce one 

"Let- 
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Letter for another \ \ blame 
them not, but rather com- 
mend them, and grant with a 
nodd that they have fatis- 
fiedme, and forthwith I write 
down the Character of that 
Letter upon Paper, that they 
may knit together the Idea 
thereof with its figure. In 
the interim, whilft they learn 
the Vowels^ I very often (put 
their Hand to my Throat, that 
they may be accuftomed to 
give forth a Sound. 

When the Vowels are b&n 
come familiaf to them, f go 
next to th&SemipvQwdf) which 

fomc- 
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fometimes are more difficult, 
efpecially the Nafalr '■> for 
Deaf Perfons, unlefs they be 
taught, never give forth the 
Voice by the Nofe, thereup- 
on I begin with £/#,] as that 
which is moll: plain, andea- 
flier learnt than the reft, fo 
that they thereby may be 
accuftomed to give a Sound 
at leaft thro' the Nofe '-, there- 
fore I bid them fhut together 
their Lip/, and putting their 
Hand to their Throaty to give 
forth a Voice, and by that 
means they neceflarily pro- 
nounce [»z.] and not [«w.J 
as it's vulgarly pronounced. 

The 
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The Daughter of Mr. Kolard> 
before fhe was committed 
to my Care, could indeed 
fay Pappa; for indeed k is 
a little word, which is al- 
tnoQ born with usj but her 
Father did confefs, that he 
had more than iooo times 
tried in vain to make her 
fay Mamma, which yet I 
brought her to in a fmalf 
time. 

And now. Reader, I com- 
mit ,to the£ another Secret, 
*vi%. that if a Deaf Perfon 
hz committed to thee to 
teach, beware that you do 
E not 
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not teach him to pronounce 
together Semi-vowels and Con- 
fonants, together with their 
annexed Vowels , as for exam- 
ple, em. en. %a. efj te, &c. 
For thus they would learn 
neither to read, nor righrJy 
to pronounce any word. 
The power and force of.Se- 
mi-vowels and Confonants can- 
fi£xs not -in -the adjpyned 
Vowels, but in a peculiar Vpke 
or Breath', and when you 
would have a Deaf Peribn 
to fay Tafel or Swart%, you 
{hall hear from him nothing 
elfe but Te. a. ef. e. eh or 
Es, we. a. er. U. Kef. which 

is 
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is very uncouth, nor can you 
eafily mend it : But by this 
Method, fo foon as ever 
they know their Letters, they 
begin to read \ for to read k 
only to pronounce the Letterf 
JHCceffively. 

Here note well, that in 
the Schools this very thing 
would be of great ufe, chiefly 
when they are taught Lan- 
guages, whofe Letters are 
expreflcd by whole words, 
as Alpha, Omega, Gimd, ddU^ 
ble n, %et y &c. For more time 
is loft, and the defire of Learn 
ing taken away from Chif- 
E 2 dren. 
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fjren, before they are able to 
abftraS tae Letters of thefe 
Sounds, and to conned them 
together in Reading '■> fothat 
it is very much to be wonder 'd 
at, that this moft eminent 
ihort way of reading hath 
hitherto lain hid in the dark. 

The other Nafalls |V]and 
£ ng J have nothing peculi- 
ar, unlefs it be that I fhew 
the Deaf the pofture of the 
Tmgm in a Xooking-Glafs, 
and put their Hand to my 
Nofe, whereby they may be 
ferifible , that there comes 
forth thorough the tlofhils a 
Sounding Breath. When 
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When I teach them [7. J 
X i>id them to apply the Tongue 
to the upper Teeth ; but to 
the Cutters ■, and to the Doa- 
Teeth only, that then they 
may emit a Voice thro' the 
Mouth 1 make a Sign with 
my Hand j. but leaft, inftead 
of p.J they mould pronounce 
f». ] which comes to pafs 
when the Tongue doth To 
hinder the coming forth of 
the Voice , that it returns to 
get out by the Nostrils ; there- 
fore, till they are better ac- 
cuftomed, I gently comprefc 
the Noftrils with my Fingers. 

E 3 T^e 
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The Letter £ r J is the 
moft difficult of a]l the reft, 
yet amongfi fix Deaf Per- 
form , which I have hither- 
to inftructed, four of them 
pronounce it with the great- 
eft eafihefs j the other two 
cannot form it, but in their 
Jaws ■, but I teach them, by 
moving the Hand one while 
to the Throaty and another 
while to the Mouth, where- 
by they may, as it were, feel 
the fubfulting and interrupted 
Expulfion of the Voice ; alfo 
I bid them to look often in 
the Glafs, to obferve the 
tremulous and fluctuating Mo- 
tion 
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tion of the Tongue ; but no 
one can expect at the firfb 
trial, the genu in Pronounci?- 
tion of this Letter. 

When the Vowels and Semi- 
vwvels are well inculcated 
into them, thcConfonants are 
learnt without any trouble 
almoft, for they are a- Sim- 
ple and Mute Breathy coming 
forth,, cither fuccefftvely, or 
fuddenly, according to the 
various Openings of the Mouthy 
and only wirh putting the 
Hand to i the Mouth almoft, 
they may all eafily be learned; 

e 4 pa 
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£h] is the mod fimple of 
all, nor is it any thing elfc 
but Air, which is breathed out 
thicker, and more fwiftly. 

Lg ] or &< is (harper than 
£ h>J which I teach thus, 
when I mew to my Deaf 
Patients the pofture of the 
Tongue in a Looking-Glafs, 
and give them to feel the 
expiring Breath •, it is fo in 
Jike manner with [Y] and 
£ f,2 infomuch, as nothing is 
more eafie than they, and 
which may moft eafiiy be learn- 
ed by the iore-going Defcrip- 
tion. 

! 
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I can teach a Deaf Man, 
( though he were blind ) 
the Explofwe Confonants •■> for 
if I caufe him to feel the 
Breath difcharged upon him, 
hewould neceflarily pronounce 
one of the three j for I bid 
him to look fimply on my 
Month and Tongue, and then 
haying put his Hand to my 
Mouth , I pronounce either 
M or [/>.] [p.] or M [,.] 
and command him to do the 
like. 

(#.)and(%.) are pronoun - 
ced no otherwife than is(%.) 
or (gf*) (when (g) h an 
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Bxplofivc-Gofifopattt) and (tf .) 
wherefore I ..(ball add nothing 
concerning them. 

Deaf Perfons arc to he di- 
ligently accuftomed to pro- 
nounce thcfe Semi-vowels, n. 
ag. I, r. alfo the following 
Qonfotuints, h. g. j^. t. with 
fame kind of opening the 
Month, elfe they may joyn 
rifem fometimes with certain 
Vorvtls, not without a notable 
yawning, & a difcordant noife. 
Now in general , Winter- 
time is fitter almoft for to 
inftru-cl the Deaf, becauCe 
then they fee the 'Breaibto- 

miee; 
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mtn<r forth from the Monthy 
whilft Pronounciation is- in 
doing. 

When therefore I taught 
any Deaf Perfon to pro- 
nounce the Letters hitherto 
enumerated, and that one by 
one, I taught him fo to ut- 
ter two or three of the ea(i- 
eft, that there (hould be in- 
terface between them ^ as fb* 
example, ab. am. da* fa,- ef> 
<&c. fo that they might be 
accuftomed to pronounce the 
Letters fucceffively \ then by 
decrees I ufe them to the 
more difficult Combination^ 

m*mi- 
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mutually mixing Vowels, Se- 
mi*<vowels and Confonants, and 
thus, with little trouble they 
learn to read ; but if when 
they have read any thing, I 
bid them look upon my 
Month, and to repeat the fame 
after it hath been pronoun- 
ced by me $ for thus they 
become by degrees to be ac- 
cuftomed to imitate the hu- 
mane Voice, only by looking 
on^ but I am unwilling to 
tire them out with this la- 
bour , troublefome enough, 
until they have profited much, 
becaufe they may be frighted 
with it. 

In 
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In the mean time wemnft 
endeavour diligently ; that 
when one Confonant follows 
another Confonant^ as ps. l$ % 
fy. fch. <&>c. or a Setm**vowel) 
as Is. 1%. md. &>c. that they 
do immediately joyn them in 
Pronounciation, leaft fome (i) 
or ( e ) be heard between 
them, which unlefe it be cau* 
tioufiy avoidedjoften happens. 

When they can read, and 
in a manner underftand others 
when they fpeak, I treat them 
like new-born Babe&-, firft, I 
teach them Nouns, which are 
obvious, as well Subflantiaes 

as 
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as AdjeSiives, fo alio themoft 
necefl'ary Verbs and Adverbs, 
than Declinations and Conju- 
gations \ but here that five- 
fold turning Orb was of moil 
excellent life to me, it being 
a rich Treafury of the whole 
German Tongue, which I 
found in the Mathematical 
Delights of Swenter, I aug- 
mented it } and applied it alfo 
to the Dutch Idiome j out of 
it may they quickly, and with 
plea fare learn all poffible Com- 
binations otVoweh) Semi-vo- 
wels and Confonants^ alfo all 
terminations of German words, 
and that as well Derivatives as 

Com- 
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Compounds. The firft GrB 
contains Prepofitions and fmall 
Mmo*Syllabks , with which 
Nouns, and Verbs are com- 
pounded; the fecondVthe Ini- 
tial Letters , the third, Vowels 
and' Diphthongs; the fourth, 
the "Bind Letters ; laftly, all 
the German Terminations. 

But there feems to be a 
great difficulty, that fome 
Letters, as e. and i, a, zndu. 
are uttered by the fame open- 
ing of the Mouth, and con- 
fequently" they nauft needs be 
confounded ; but in good 
truth* it's of fmall moment, 

becaufe 
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becaufe for the moft part the 
difference is not heeded, and 
the Letters, which according 
to their natnre, are by far, 
more different, are written al- 
moft after the fame manner, 
chiefly when they are pro- 
nounced haftily, as m. and n. 
r. and n. a. and o. &c. which 
yet puts no ftop to an exer- 
cifed §feader. 

Others obje£r, that the Deaf 
thus taught, will, it may be, 
underftaiid no Body but my 
felf: Indeed, this difficulty 
fecms to have fomething of 

weight 
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weight in it ; but we muft 
know, that Menft Men pro-* 
nounce moft Letters badly 
alike, and write their Chara- 
cters negligently '■> but with 
fuch a one who learns to fpeak, 
it is all one as it is with him, 
who is taught to read other 
Mens Writings : For frrft, he 
can fcarce read any thing but 
what is written by his Matter, 
and then the Writings of his 
School-fellows ; and Iaftly, 
there is nothing which he 
cannot read, tho very badly 
written, it is therefore not to 
be wondred at, if thofe I 
teach to fpeak, do at the be- 
ginning 
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ginning more eafily underftancf 
me, than others \ (for I pro- 
nounce the Letters in their 
full extenfioity and not lamely^ 
as many are wont to do) and 
after that they come to un- 
derftand their Domefticks and 
Familiars, and at laft, any 
Body. 

Here in the end I add, that 
rnoft of the Letters may be 
formed, as well by infpiring-, 
as by exfpiring, which thing I 
have very much wondred at 
in forne Perfons, who fpea\out 
of the Bejly : And once at Am- 
fierdam I. heard an old Wor 

man 
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man fpeaking both ways, a»d 
made anfwers to her felf, as 
to queftions, fo as I would 
have fworn that (lie talked 
with her Husband two. or three 
Paces diftant from her; for 
the Voice being fwallowed up 
in her in Breathing, would 
feem to come from far. 

Behold, Reader, a final! 
Tracl of three days ; if thou 
wilt offer any thing more, right 
and true, I will receive if with 
with thank; There are yet 
fome other things, win*. Row 
a deaf Perfotf may be made,ib 
as to be able to difcern from 

one 



one the other, fome Letters 
pronounced by another, zsm. 
from &. n. from d. ng, from j^ 
tec. or how the quantity of 
Syllables is to be govern'd. 
But thefe, and the like, can 
fcarce be learnt!, but by teach- 
ing. 
Avoordis enough to the Wife. 



The Conclufion. 

THE Author is thinking 
to turn this fmall Trea- 
ttfe into the Dutch, and very 
fpeedt Iy, God willing, to pub- 
lish it for the good of the Na- 
tion, 
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tioB, and will fa adapt it to 
the Idiom thereof as to make 
it to be accounted proper. 
Nothing being more in the 
Authors care than that by th;s 
his {lender endeavour, hefhaM 
ftir up feme one to perform 
the like, or at leaft to attempt 
it : Now if there occurs to any 
Body, any thing, either too 
hard,or not fufficiently explain- 
ed, he may expect a more full 
Edition, or elfe let him repair 
to the Author, who according 
to the Light granted unto 
him, will refttfe nothing to 
any Man. 
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